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Locetion: South of Troy Sheker Road (3tate Route §155),
&ﬁUTOXLmathV 1/4 mile . east of Sand Creekx Road,

rew Yok,

Goencral Infornmstion

Although :mn Lee (1736-1784), the foundress of the United Scciety

of Believers in Chrisi's Second fppearing (more commonly referred to

the Shakers), arrived in Hew York City on fugust 6, 1774 with
seven ‘disciples,” it was not uwniil l/u7~0d that the lirgt formally
organized group was estdblished at New Loebanon, Hew YoriZ., Before
this time the center of Shaker activity hed bebn gt Niskeyuna, between
Albveny and Schencotady, Hew York, and if thie ccmmunity -
more connonly now referred o i e kor { ao* :
Motk Lnn trevelled throuzh

. . o
converts pr;n?rily Fis

i Y orvaral farmogroups.,  However, it
was not wntil after her deutn tAu commuinistlic poattern that was
unicuely Shalker was eb*”ollah >d by I followers on the Hew Lebanon
property that eventually (In 18861} was called b, Lebanon. Between
the time (i?C? 88) of thu formal orgunlzau¢on by Joseph escham
andg Lucy Urighi th > year 1826, nineteen sSheker colonles in seven
shates were io“mcd, anc the pattern that wes establiched by these
followers ot anon vwas accepted by each of the communities,
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including tha Lc~» setblement at Wiskeyuna. Though the Vatorvlied
Shakers Vere no longeir to be the Yeenter® of Shaker ofTalr
adninistral they nevertheless alueys vetained o wiigue promineince

naeoclation with ﬁoune* fnn and becsuse she wag bhuarled
commnal lend.

hriccauae of
in 1784 on

“in each Sheker Oolony 4 wore geparabe grouns
where lived =5 brobthers snd s’btcrs in the fomdily of
Jesus Christ. The '"family! farms were named by the dizectional re-

lationship of the wﬁin C’elliﬂg dwelling house to the lLeeting House
which wog on the Church Fonily property. Fox uY&.JILJ at Niskeyune
(iatervlies) there were the Church Femily, Nowrth Family, South Fondly,
a
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1#illiam Lewrence Lossii g of shekxcr Pholographs and
weasured Dravings™ (unpublis Sheker meterials in the I
Gollectlon of New York Slate ¥ tion Department, Albany, New Yorl,
1360), pp. 2-3.
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Tyentuelly there were four fanilies of ‘aterviiet Shakers that
never excecded 350 members in their total at any one time. From the
founding date in 1787-88 until the last member lefi the property in
1938 the membership included approx Lmqte“v 2,668 sdults who had signed
the covenant., By 18;/ the community py PSQDTCL 1o such a degree that
it owned 2,500 acres. (In faet, this was nol only the period of their
greatest material prosperity, but also of thelr greatest religious
fervor and devotlon). The South Family itself was “gathered’in 1800,
when Building #1(see photograph - HABS Ho. 3258) wes constructed, end

occupied their property until 1938, when their Fldress, fnne Case,

"

~dlied; the three remalning sisters moved to the ML, Lebanon and Lancoy“

o)

communities.

Eaward De m1nb ﬁpc e

oirare

ge@e?.
urel craas of
built by 1802 %
one hesgitates
since they are n £
srea of That o : mrnber of
have In thelr uardgld uniforailty thet night
1805 all the cne-and-a-~-half et

2
shory structures we
ree ghories; cften the steep gasbled and gambre 1 OO0
by either flat or lower gsbled roofs; faced goone (Af in an area where
guarried stone was easily obua¢ncb1c} T'QO]_ ced rough stone; plans
vere more studiéd ané funciionsl, and ofton exterior doorvays wrere
covers¢ with the segmental hoods that in our winds today are one of

she “papels” of Shaker srchitecture. Only the meetinghouses retained
the gambrel roof or {even more gingular and hovel amony the orderly,

clugu&rca; four-squarve buildingg) had e lerge bovwed roof sueh as
tiat of the mecltinghouse at v, Lebenoan, This was the most novel
building of eny Shaker sevtlement, gince this community and this
neetinghouse were the nerve conter of the widely scatitered Shelerx
gect.

iven the inleriors - th e COiOiuJ the decoration, the furniiure
ﬁPd other articles of BPC”S& L -~ uere reguloted in thelr design,
illernial lews of 1821, vroviged i : the framce-
ithin Hnlch bﬂakaﬂ a:u's Feb:) '
vt 5).00 firet it
a mﬂ;ancumﬂ, ever, v
tiong of Jhaker furniiture and ute
aissppearing erchibeciwre, thet the ri
pecple, whe reeolved the “TﬂOfD shion,
your heart o God’ £ Inn, bo ::aon & gcrfection

only with strong COQVLCU- o end religious motiveation.

the individuel c mities used meterinls thet woere mogh readlly
avallable for the consiruciion of their bulldings. AU the -fduh

Samily of Latervliesn wood and bLrick were used, end the bull
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arranged in a righi-angle order thet reminds one of a college quadrangle
The Jouth Family - the number and prominence of the buildings indicate =
was concerned primarily, as were the mejority of the Shakers, with .
agriculbure. fnd it is with the large number of labor-saving devices
{seen perhans best at ¥b. Lebanon and now in museun collections) in
connection with the farm buildings and the workshops that Shaker

Tgenius” is evident. HMany writers meintain that they were at least

fifty years ahead of their time. The laundry drver (see vhotograrph

for the Lawndry Bullding - HABS No. 3243) is a good example.

However, no malier hov self-sufficilent these people desired 1o
be, they found themselves often in a position that demanded an in-
volvemenlt with the 'worléd." The Main Dwelling of the South Family
with the exterior *“call bell® &t the gable ridge (charscteristic of
the nein dwelling houses et all Shaker communities), was built by
"Brugter and illen, Mester Masons” in 1822; however, the Zhaker
brethren did much of the labor and arce respongibtle for all of the
exterior woodwork. In details such as the third floor builli-in
dravers of pine {now in the New York State iuseun's Historical
Collection) and in the fitted corner cabinet at the reor of the first
floor, can be seen the simpliciiy, yel filneness, of Sheker crefleman-
ship. Other photographs from the Soubth ¥Family, such as that of the
hend~Tforged hinge from the barn or the arch Xettle in the kitchen of
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By the 1920's the nusber of brothers had decreased to such an
tent that a non-Sheker superinbendent had to be employed io manage
the farm., ALrchitecturally, too, the Shakers could no longer make a
giend againgt the encroachments of the 'world.* The gpirit that

motivated the rigid rules of the ifillennial Iaws was no longer the
spirit of the group that could see only a few. years before the
extinetion of their sect. Already in 1875, vhen the idnistryle
Residence at the Church Family at it. Lebanon was bullt, it was
evi 1l

)
dent that the rules were no longer strictly followed. Ab the

South Family of Waterviiet this détente is evident in the wing added
to vhe kein Dwelling and in the porch thatl was sdded to the Brethren's
vorkshop ag late as ¢, 1926, Iven Eldress Anna Case - the last of

the leaders of the Scuth Fanily - was not gble Lo resist this re-
laxation.s The photograph of her roomn in the Lisin Dwelling shows
orientvel rugs, wvallpaoper, fremed reproductions and a porirailt on

the wall, and = bed with carved decoration and fancy bedspeead -

noth overly decorative or comfortable in terms of the “world!

nerhaps, bub in terms of the 3dllennial Laws, & return o the

world. :
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Section IX of The Millennia]l Law as dranscribed in Edward Deming
Andrews! Dook, The People Called Shakers, pp. 285-286.

Concerning Building, Painting,
Vernisning and the Manufacture
of friicles for Sele, &, &o,

1. Beadings, mouldings and cornices, which are merely {or Lancy may
1SS ] S F) o
not be made by Believers.

2. 0dd ox fanciful styles of esychiteciure, may not be wsed among
Believers, neither should any deviate widely from the common styles
of building among Believers, without the union of ithe Mlinistry.

3. The mesting house should be painted white without, and of a
bluelish shade within. Houses and shops, should be sz near uvniforn
in color, . as consistent; but 1v Is advisable to have shops of &

-

1ittle darier shade than dwelling houses.

Floors in dwelling houses, 1f stained at all, should be of a

reddish vellow, and shop floors should be of & yellowish red. '
.{ p It d& unedvisable for wooden buildings, fronmting the streel,; to
' be padlnted red, brown, or bDlaclk, but they should be of o lightish
hue.

3t

¢, - Lo bulldings may be painted vhite, save neesting houses.

el

7. Barns and back buildings, as vood heouses, ete, if painted at all,
cshould be of a dark hue, edlther red, or brown, lead color, or some-
i

thing of the ¥ind, unless bhey [ront the road, or command & sightly
agpect, and then they should not be of a very light color.

&, 1t ds conglderad imprudenty clore nob allowabiz, 4o
08 ‘ g, viz., Cerit and oz

wagsron or sleigh howes, slecs

S (oo
o0 filae for Journcyling; uwhegl-
ha slecs for rough use, hoe
hg y mendlos
hone
oy
o
e
and
Tor
sivoely

T

olled,
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10. Varnish, if used in dwelling houses, may we applied only o the
moveables therein, as the follewing, viz, Tebles, stands, puresus,

cases of dravers, welbing desiw, or boxes, droves foees, chesis,
chalirs, ete, obte, farriages kept exclusively for riding or nice ug

may be varnished. No ceilings, casings or mouldings, may be vernished.
Gval or nice boxes may be stained reddish or yellow, but not vernished,
Bannisters or hand rails in dwelling houses may be varnished.
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ADDENDUM TO: HABS No. NY-3272
SHAKER SOUTH FAMILY, GENERAL VIEWS

Wetervilet Shaker Road, Colonie Township HABS
Waterviiet
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New York
ew YOr l 'COL ’
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